
haskama (הסכמה) 

In Jewish law, when someone recommends a book or provides an endorsement, it is 
often referred to as a haskama (הסכמה). A haskama is a letter of approbation or 
endorsement from a respected rabbi or scholar, typically found at the beginning of a 
book, indicating their approval of its content and author 

A haskama is a significant part of Jewish scholarly tradition. Here are some key points 
about its use and significance: 

1. Purpose: A haskama serves to endorse the content and author of a book, 
providing readers with assurance of its quality and reliability. It is often written by 
a respected rabbi or scholar. 

2. Placement: These endorsements are typically found at the beginning of a book, 
before the main text. They can include praise for the author's scholarship, the 
importance of the work, and sometimes personal anecdotes about the author. 

3. Historical Context: The tradition of haskamas dates back centuries and has 
been a way to maintain the integrity and quality of Jewish literature. It also helps 
prevent the spread of incorrect or misleading information. 

4. Modern Use: Today, haskamas are still used in many Jewish books, especially 
those dealing with religious, legal, or scholarly topics. They continue to hold 
significant weight in the Jewish community. 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I have reviewed the manuscript of [Book Title] by [Author's Name]. The work is a 
profound and insightful exploration of [subject matter], demonstrating the author's deep 
understanding and scholarship. I highly recommend this book to all who seek to 
enhance their knowledge in this field. 

May the author continue to contribute to the enrichment of our community's intellectual 
and spiritual life. 

Sincerely, 

[Rabbi's Name] 

 

Historical Context: 

The tradition of haskamas dates back to the early days of Jewish printing. It was a way 
for rabbis and scholars to ensure the quality and accuracy of religious texts. By providing 
their endorsement, they helped maintain the integrity of Jewish literature and prevented 
the spread of incorrect teachings. 



Modern Use: 

Today, haskamas are still used in many Jewish books, especially those dealing with 
religious, legal, or scholarly topics. They continue to hold significant weight in the Jewish 
community, offering readers assurance of the book's quality and reliability. 
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